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Question USSR ^ 1 > mth idle dissolution of iiie Hational Defense Camnlttee, I 

where Is the focus of coitrol In die Soviet executive ? ! 

• ( 

I ' Answer # 1 » In order to answer question # 1, P/n has to desribe the new i 

I - Soviet Constitution of 1936 in brief* 

' V ' * 

I* The Constitution of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics* | 

I ... The hipest government authority in the USSR is the Sv^^renie Council, I 

I which consists of two chambers the L&iion Council ("Sojjusay Sowjet") and the • f .■ 

Council of Hationalitles ("Sowjet NatioMlnostoi^'i Die members of the Ttaion) j • 
Council are elected die population by general and direct ballot* One delegate 
represents a populati'on of 500,000. All persons of bodi sexes have passed . 
their 18th birthdiQ^ and are in possession of their oivll ri^ts can vote* . Ihe i 
Council of Hationalitles consists of national representatives- of the 16 Union 
Republics as well as they autonomous republics and the autonomous territories* - 
I believes that the 16 Union Republics are 'represented by 25 delegates eadh* • '( 

I Tliay too are elected in sisiilar fashion by the population of the respective ' 

republics an dterritories* ' j ■ j;-. 

According to the principles tif the; constitution the elections for the | j 

delegates for both ofaambers of the Supr~>me Couh'oll are free .and secret* Haver- 1"^ 

theless, the Sovfist system of elections is entirely different from the democratloj 
•J baa and this for two reasons; ; ! 

« 1* bnly the Communist Party. is permitted in the USSR;' it stands above the govern^ 
ment; It is the gpatdlan of the political system* Its directives are binding ^oh ! 
governmental ded-sions and measurea* ' i- I- 

2* The local ^rty organisations in conjunction idth other Ideal autViorities put . 
up the lirt 'of candidates iho are to be elected by the population* Ho name wn ' 

;; be included in these lists without the approval of the Party, This means that . 

.no- one oan.be elected unless he is acceptable to the Par'^* . U 

The above is sufficient proof that the so-eallad domocratio ^stem ofj |, 

’ elections in 'the USSR is entirely fictitious* Rhat good iw it for the population,'-."’ 
to be entitled j;o general, direct and seorot voting privileges, if the dele^tes 
have to (be elected from a limited number of^ candidates who are prescribed by ^ 

the Party, that is, from above? ' ' “ I " ' 

• , ■ . j ■ . I s' 

= The consequence of this systsm is that the two bhambera of the Supresu . ^ | 

Council era the willing tools of the agency in whidi the power of the Party Is | . 

ooncanbratad. ^Is agency is the Politburo of the Central Coma jttee of t he-w '• 
Communist Party of the USSR. Stalin is the absolute di'e^tg- ' 
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ag P/tr desoribed in detail in his treatise of 30 Oct 1945 the Politburo* j 

P/w ma a regalii^ spectator at the seasioiis of the Supresis Cpunoil ind'& tlia 
ptrtlolpatiaa of both' diainberst as Wll as at the separate sessions of ’^e I^ion 
Coimoil and the ^ouncil of Katioaallties* Zhesa sessions took place in Uo scow la , 
ttie Krenlin in the former Great Palace of the Tsar* Two great stately hells were 
rebuilt sad put together and a hall ;.was thus created' ^idi could hdd 2000 i 
partidpaats* ' | 

These sessions always took place according to a definite scheme* %e 'vnrioui 
people’s cosimis stars aada speeches which were simply reports of their aotlvl tie's 
in their respective fields and which were always received with bsarl^ applauses* 
After that* certain ddlegates who had been selected and Instructed fbr that i 
purpose had the floor. Zhese men always supported lOC^ the statmnants of the , 
people’s commissars* In order to preserve the appearance of free, discussion the 
speakers were permitted when discussing admiuistratiw* econaaio and finanolalj 
questions* to make acme insightf leant sug^stions and amendments* %ese proposals 
always were along the line of. the attitude of the respective people's coomlssai’s* 
Ko discuraion took place, let alone critioian of ‘(he measures of 'the goirarnmad* 
The schime . alwsy s vrerked out perfectly and -there was never a mishap* , 

r After listening to -the r^orts of' the people’ a cranoissara and the speeohes 
of the delegates* .resolutions were passed approving the notions of -the eixeoutlye' 
bran<h, accepting -the proposed budget, etc. Zhe sessions were concluded irith 
election of the Presidium of 'the Supreme Council by aoclamation* ■ n ' 

o' ■ . ^ • ' • • • ^ 

This presidium fulfilled'' the ihnetions of government during the periods (vhet 

-the Supreone Souncil did not convene* This included suoh functions as ratificitlott 
of treaties* the making of important nomlnatidns* particularly for the posts of 
people's ccsnmls^^rs* the bestowing of decorations* etc* j 

•-S’ ' I 

The Soviet consti-tution does not as-tablish my distinction between -the legia^' 
lative and exeaztive branih bf iHae government* 3hus -the Supi>eme Coimoil is accord* | 
Ing to constitutional lair a parliament as well as the hipest go-verxatent authorl^ i 

.. K, ‘ ■ ■ j 

The Shainaan of the Presidium of the Supreme Council* Xalinnin.is -therefore 
nominally ihe Chief of ^ta£e of -the USSR* but in practice he has no more -to aaiy 
than the Supreme Council itself which is merely a decorative forum simulating 
ably end hot without success an alleged participation , by "the peoples of the Sovie-fj 
Union, in -the govemmont. j 

The Council of the People’ s Commisaara is an executive organ .^ihidi corresr 
ponds to the cabinet" in o-thef countries. At the same time it fulfills oertath 
"legislative fmctioij.3* j . 

"■ , ■ . ’ " i 

oie number of people’s commissars corresponded until 1935 approximately to 
the usual number of ministers in o-ther countries* . But ftiringjreceab years, the 
Council of -the. People's 'Cdmaissars has grown to be a body ^ about 40 persona* 
because independent Commissariats for all branches cf the national e oanonQr T 
including fidiing> milk pr.pduo-tioa, moat production* etc* were created in | 
addition to the existing important Commissaria-ts «efa as foreign affairs. 


ISO", forel^ -tarade, trea^fy, interior,, affairs, etc* 
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The post of Chaiimeai of the ^otmcil of People’s Commissars of ■Qie tJSSK, that] 
is BO to speaks Prime Minister or head of "tiie goveroment, ma held hjr Molotov 
xmtil 3 May I94i, at which time Stalin took over the post. Ho did rot do this in | 
order to strongthen his position of power - ho did not have to - but rather in , 
order to anchor his position vdth respect to the world' according to oonstitutioinal 
law end also to show bln own people l^t ha was prepared to take full reponsibil^ j 
ity towards the outside world as well as towards ^ssia. [ 

II. The defense Council was created after the German a tfeack cm the DS3E in order I 
to isi^ove the coordination of the -various agencies. of the govarnnmiit and ad^st , 
than -bo the exigencies of war. P/ff does ndb recall -tue .wording of the prodlamaUon 
on the foundation of the defense council. !Ihe outstanding features of this counoil 
ware its being ecmposed of the most important members of the Politburo iho at the ! 
seisB tune ednlnlstered the -various departments such .as People's Commlsssrs* and i 
Stalin's presiding over it. The defease council was therefore anagehoymii& I 
daring the -war exercised absolute power de jure and de facto. But since tha'" ' | 
creation of the defense candl was a -war man sure Its dissolution is a Ip^oal ^ 
consequence at the emdusion of -the war. > 

Its funotlonsj as far as they had legislative character, will revert | 

mati.cally -to the Cottncil of the People’s Commissars as a -ahole aiid to the -^rlous. 
Indlvid-ual Conmissars. .. " 
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